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READ the information in the box below.

When he was eight years old, a boy nhamed
Paul Hogan watched firefighters quickly put
out a small fire that he had accidentally
started. He decided right then and there
that he would become a firefighter
someday—and he did.

THINK about the adults you know and what kinds of jobs they do.

WRITE about the job you would like to have when you grow up. Explain what the
job is and why you want to do it.

Be sure to —

¢ clearly state your central idea

e organize your writing

» develop your writing in detail

» choose your words carefully

* use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentences

The names of individuals mentioned in the compositions have been

changed to protect the confidentiality of the students whose responses
appear in this guide.




STAAR Grade 4 Expository Writing

Score Point 1

The essay represents a very limited writing performance.

Organization/Progression

Q

Q

The organizing structure of the essay is inappropriate to the purpose or the
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies
that are only marginally suited to the explanatory task, or they are
inappropriate or not evident at all. The absence of a functional organizational
structure causes the essay to lack clarity and direction.

Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the
central idea is missing, unclear, or illogical. The writer may fail to maintain
focus on the topic, may include extraneous information, or may shift abruptly
from idea to idea, weakening the coherence of the essay.

The writer’s progression of ideas is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes
causes serious disruptions in the flow of the essay. At other times the lack of
transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections causes the writer to
present ideas in a random or illogical way, making one or more parts of the
essay unclear or difficult to follow.

Development of Ideas

Q

Q

The development of ideas is weak. The essay is ineffective because the writer
uses details and examples that are inappropriate, vague, or insufficient.

The essay is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is
vague or confused. In some cases, the essay as a whole is only weakly linked
to the prompt. In other cases, the writer develops the essay in a manner that
demonstrates a lack of understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

Q

Q

The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no
awareness of the expository purpose and does not establish a tone
appropriate to the task. The word choice may impede the quality and clarity
of the essay.

Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, significantly limiting the
effectiveness of the essay.

The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Serious and persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of
the writing and sometimes interfere with meaning.

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division
Fall 2011
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Score Point 1

The writer of this response aspires to become a professional swimmer. However, the writer focuses the
response on telling the story about the swimming event that led to her decision. Even though the writer
provides a central idea at the end of the response (I knew I would be great at this job [professional
swimming] because of my early successes), the details and narrative structure of the piece are
inappropriate to the specific demands of the expository prompt. To be responsive, the focus has to be
on why she wanted to be a professional swimmer, not on what happened the day of the state swimming
‘meet. Overall, the response represents a very limited writing performance.
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Score Point 1

£ The writer of this very limited response considers four different jobs and ultimately selects being a
scientist as his desired profession. Although the writer maintains an appropriate expository form, the
progression of ideas is weak. The lack of a clear central idea as well as the writer’s abrupt shifts from
one profession to the next leads to an unfocused presentation. In addition, the writer's stated reasons for
considering these jobs are vague and insufficient (...to invent new things and invent stuff...). The
writer demonstrates a partial control of conventions and limited word choice.
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Score Point 1

The writer explains that he wants to become a spy by listing different gadgets he would use on the job

to help and protect people. However, the writer exhibits a poor control of the spelling of basic words
(thar, rill, sciy) and sentence boundaries. These serious and persistent errors create disruptions in the
fluency of the writing and sometimes interfere with meaning, resulting in a very limited writing
performance.
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Score Point 1

The writer of this very limited writing performance establishes the clear central idea that she wants to
become a pharmacist. The writer provides a number of reasons for her choice; however, the focus is
weak, and the ideas are randomly presented. For example, the writer abruptly shifts from why she
would make a good pharmacist to what the rewards of the job might be back to why she would make a
good pharmacist. The insertion of general statements related to becoming a pharmacist (“I have been
dreaming my whole life about being a pharmacist...”), as well as the repetition of the transition "also”
to connect ideas, contributes to the poor organization in this response. Although the writer
demonstrates a general control of conventions, the essay overall is insubstantial.
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Score Point 2

The essay represents a basic writing performance.

Organization/Progression

o The organizing structure of the essay is evident but may not always be
appropriate to the purpose or the specific demands of the prompt. The essay
is not always clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are
only somewhat suited to the expository task.

o Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the
writer’s central idea is weak or somewhat unclear. The lack of an effective
central idea or the writer’s inclusion of irrelevant information interferes with
the focus and coherence of the essay.

o The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled.
Sometimes repetition or wordiness causes minor disruptions in the flow of
the essay. At other times transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections
are too perfunctory or weak to support the flow of the essay or show the
relationships among ideas.

Development of Ideas

o The development of ideas is minimal. The essay is superficial because the
writer uses details and examples that are not always appropriate or are too
briefly or partially presented.

o The essay reflects little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’'s response to the
prompt is sometimes formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner
that demonstrates only a limited understanding of the expository writing
task.

Use of Language/Conventions

o The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic
awareness of the expository purpose but does little to establish a tone
appropriate to the task. The word choice may not contribute to the quality
and clarity of the essay.

o Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, weakening the
effectiveness of the essay.

0 The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Some distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor
disruptions in the fluency or meaning of the writing.

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division
Fall 2011
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Score Point 2

The writer establishes the clear central idea that he wants to be a police officer and uses an organizing
structure that is appropriate to the expository task. Although the writer provides several specific
reasons for his choice, these reasons are only briefly presented, causing the development to be
superficial. The writer's word choice and control of conventions is adequate, but the overall
development of ideas is minimal, resulting in a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 2

The writer focuses on her dream of being a veterinarian. The personal example used in the first
paragraph of the essay pinpoints when the writer decided to become a veterinarian. Although she
attempts to use this anecdote as explanation, it is only somewhat suited to the expository task because
it is too focused on the details of taking her dog to the veterinarian’s office. In the second paragraph,
the writer provides a brief description of a veterinarian's job and then attempts to connect it to her own
vision of herself as a veterinarian. However, the development of these ideas is superficial, and the
connection between them could be stronger. Although the writer demonstrates good word choice and
control of sentences, the essay overall reflects a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 2
In this basic writing performance, the writer establishes the central idea that he wants to be an animal cop and
attempts an explanation for his choice. While the organizing structure of the essay is appropriate to the expository
task, the writer’s progression of ideas is not always controlled. Repetition of the ideas that animal cops help animals
and animal cops try to find a better home for animals disrupts the flow of the essay. The progression is further
weakened by the perfunctory transitions (also, plus) the writer uses to attempt to connect ideas. The writer lists the
qualities that he thinks make him suitable for the occupation and provides an example of his aunt’s inspiring behavior,

but the development overall remains superficial. The writer demonstrates age-appropriate spelling but only a partial
command of sentence boundaries.

D
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Score Point 2

The writer wants to be in the Air Force like his father. The organizing structure of the essay is appropriate to the
expository task, although wordiness about wanting to be in the Air Force (I have always wanted to be in the Air
Force, it’s my lifelong dream to be in the Air Force) weakens the first paragraph. The progression of ideas is not
always logical and controlled in the paragraph about rank and houses. Overall, the writer demonstrates only a limited
understanding of the expository writing task, resulting in a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 3

The essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.

Organization/Progression

o The organizing structure of the essay is, for the most pért, appropriate to the

Q

Q

purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is
clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are adequately
suited to the expository task.

The writer establishes a clear central idea. Most ideas are related to the
central idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. The essay

is coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor lapses in
focus.

The writer’s progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. For the
most part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections
are sufficient to support the flow of the essay and show the relationships
among ideas.

Development of Ideas

Q

Q

The development of ideas is sufficient because the writer uses details and

examples that are specific and appropriate, adding some substance to the
essay.

The essay reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt
is original rather than formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner
that demonstrates a good understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

Q

Q

The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific. It reflects an
awareness of the expository purpose and establishes a tone appropriate to

the task. The word choice usually contributes to the quality and clarity of the
essay.

Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part
contributing to the effectiveness of the essay.

The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any)

disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of
the essay.

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division
Fall 2011
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Score Point 3

The writer establishes the clear central idea that she wants to be a fashion designer, although a minor
lapse in focus, the reference to being a teacher if being a fashion designer doesn’t work out, weakens
the unity of the essay. Overall, however, the organizing structure of the essay is adequately suited to
the expository task. Although transitions would make the sentence-to-sentence connections clearer, the
relationships between ideas are logical. The writer includes specific details to describe her path to
becoming a fashion designer—where she will study and work and what steps she is taking toward
realizing her dream—which add some substance to the essay. In addition, the tone of the essay is
appropriate, and the writer's command of conventions is adequate, contributing to this satisfactory
writing performance.
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Score Point 3

In this satisfactory writing performance the writer explains why he wants to be an architect. The |
organizing structure is appropriate, and all ideas relate to the central idea. The writer’s progression of
ideas is generally logical and controlled until the fourth paragraph, when the writer repeats the idea
that he loves building things, which he has already discussed in the second paragraph. This progression
problem is caused by the writer’s attempt to write a five-paragraph essay. Overall, however, the essay
reflects some thoughtfulness and introspection in that the writer considers how his personality leads to
his desire to be an architect (“Every time I build something I think it through. [Which is something an
architect must do.] My mind is always full of details and ideas”). The writer’s word choice reflects an

awareness of the expository purpose, and his control of sentences contributes to the effectiveness of the
essay.

{
r H
%M’ ’zqf(/




STAAR Grade 4 :
Spring 2012 Expository - 11

ALy S O

. ” v
O et Ao

Score Point 3

The central idea of this essay is the writer’s desire to be a coach who is a leader. The writer develops this central idea
by proposing a series of hypothetical coaching and game examples and predicting his behavior in each situation. The
writer’s approach to the topic is original, and the specific description of his actions in each example adds some
substance to the essay. Although transitions are needed to progress more smoothly from example to example, the
relationships among ideas are clear. In addition, the writer demonstrates an adequate control of sentences and age-
appropriate conventions.
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Score Point 3

The writer of this satisfactory writing performance organizes the essay by focusing on three activities she would do as
an astronaut (visiting the moon, searching through the colossal pod, and repairing space items). Overall, this
organizational strategy is adequately suited to the expository task; however, the introduction (consisting of only a
central idea and three preview statements) is formulaic and does not add any meaningful information to the essay. The
writer generally controls the progression of ideas as she moves from one space activity to the next, but better

transitions are needed. In addition, minor spelling errors are evident throughout the essay, although they do not cause
disruptions in the fluency of the writing.
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Score Point 4

The essay represents an accomplished writing performance.

Organization/Progression

0 The organizing structure of the essay is clearly appropriate to the purpose
and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is skillfully
crafted because the writer uses organizational strategies that are particularly
well suited to the expository task.

o The writer establishes a clear central idea. All ideas are strongly related to
the central idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. By
sustaining this focus, the writer is able to create an essay that is unified and
coherent.

o The writer's progression of ideas is logical and well controlled. Meaningful
transitions and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the flow of
the essay by clearly showing the relationships among ideas, making the
writer’s train of thought easy to follow.

Development of Ideas

o The development of ideas is effective because the writer uses details and
examples that are specific and well chosen, adding substance to the essay.

o The essay is thoughtful and engaging. The writer may choose to use his/her
unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for writing or to connect
ideas in interesting ways. The writer develops the essay in a manner that
demonstrates a thorough understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

o The writer’s word choice is purposeful and precise. It reflects a keen
awareness of the expository purpose and maintains a tone appropriate to the
task. The word choice strongly contributes to the quality and clarity of the
essay.

o Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the
effectiveness of the essay.

o The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from
the fluency of the writing or the clarity of the essay. The overall strength of
the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the essay.

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division
Fall 2011
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Score Point 4

The writer of this accomplished writing performance aspires to become an Olympic swimmer. The writer sklllfully
uses a personal anecdote of watching the Olympics with his father as well as his own experiences as a swimmer to
develop the central idea. His ability to connect these carefully observed experiences to the future benefits of becoming
an Olympic swimmer makes the essay thoughtful and engaging. Both the introduction and the conclusion add
substance to the essay. The writer’s train of thought is easy to follow, and he displays a keen awareness of the

expository writing task. In addition, the well-controlled sentences and overall strength of the conventions contribute
to the quality of the essay.
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Score Point 4

The writer establishes the central idea that she wants to become a doctor and uses an organizational strategy well
suited to the expository task. She develops the central idea through a methodical exploration of different aspects of
being a doctor: why this profession is important, how one attains the skills needed, and what the rewards might be.
The progression of ideas is logical and well controlled because every idea presented is strongly related to the central
idea and contributes to a unified, coherent essay. Specific details about the challenges and rewards of becoming a
doctor are thoughtfully presented, reflecting the writer’s personal approach to the topic. The writer demonstrates a

consistent command of conventions that contributes to the fluency and effectiveness of this accomplished writing
performance.
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Score Point 4
The writer of this accomplished writing performance uses a personal anecdote to introduce the central idea that she
wants to be a lead singer. By organizing the essay around the benefits of becoming a lead singer—specifically, being
wealthy and famous—the writer is able to create and sustain a strong focus. Relationships among ideas are clear,
making the writer’s train of thought easy to follow. Specific, well-chosen details add substance to the essay. Through

purposeful and precise word choice, the writer maintains an engaging tone appropriate to the expository task. Varied
and well-controlled sentences as well as strong conventions contribute to the effectiveness of the essay.
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Score Point 4 J J rJ

In this accomplished writing performance, the writer hopes to one day become an airplane pilot. The

essay is skillfully crafted; the writer explains not only the flight training needed to obtain a pilot’s

license but also the risks that pilots face when flying. The writer transitions smoothly from the'

explanation of flight training (paragraph two) to the explanation of flight risks (paragraph three) by

using a meaningful transitional sentence (“Of course, the hardest part of flying is, well, flying”). The

writer demonstrates his thorough understanding of the expository task by using specific, well-chosen

details that add depth to the essay and reflect his unique approach to the topic. In addition, purposeful

word choice, well-controlled sentences, and strong conventions enhance the overall quality and clarity
of this thoughtful and engaging essay.
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